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BPW/FL 2020 Virtual Business Meeting 

June 13, 2020 

 

I. President Jerri Evans called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.  The meeting began 

with the remarks by the president, followed by a presentation of the Collect prepared in 

advance by the Upper Keys LO.  President Jerri then introduced the Executive Committee 

and Board of Directors, then recognized the LO presidents. 

II. Business Manager Tiki Bates gave the first credentials report, stating that the total 

voting body stood at 40 as of 9:15 a.m.  The credentials report was approved, and President 

Evans declared a quorum. 

 

III. Mary Giddens, Parliamentarian, presented the Special Rules of Order for the 

meeting, and moved their adoption.  The motion passed. 

 

IV. President Evans announced that Sheila Barry-Oliver would be the virtual 

doorkeeper for this meeting, and she reviewed the procedures for making a motion via chat 

box. The Timekeeper for the meeting would be Mary Giddens. 

 

V. Secretary Kristin Smith presented the agenda for the business meeting.  She moved 

the adoption of the agenda as distributed and corrected.  The motion passed. 

 

VI. Vice President Sheri McCandless introduced the first-time conference attendees. 

 

VII. Officers Reports: 

A. President Jerri offered her thanks to all of the leadership team for their work 

this year, particularly in light of the difficulties created by the pandemic.  She also 

stressed that members who need to should apply for the COVID-19 dues assistance 

that was recently approved by BPW/FL. 

B. The Vice President’s full report was made available through the Google 

drive packet, but she also took a moment to thank the committee leaders that she 

worked with throughout the year. 

C. Secretary Kristin Smith stated that her report on the actions of the EC and 

BOD for the year were part of the packet provided on the Google drive. 

D. Treasurer Helen Igar reviewed the financial statements that had been 

provided to the membership via the Google drive.  She reviewed some highlights, 

including the budget amendments created in order to allow for the COVID-19 dues 

relief and the surrendering of an annuity that we had owned the past several years.  

The financial statements were approved to be submitted for audit. 

E. Dorothy Baudry, the Council of Presidents Delegate, had no formal report 

but expressed her appreciation for the time she has been allowed to serve on the 
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Executive Committee.  She also announced that Ilja Chapman had just been elected 

to serve as next year’s Council of Presidents Delegate. 

 

VIII. Standing Committee Reports: 

A. Bylaws: Chair Tami Simms had nothing to add to the report submitted on 

the Google Drive. However, the committee did have two new Bylaws Proposals to 

submit at this time: 

• Amendment #1 proposed to add the President of the Education 

Foundation as a voting member of the Board of Directors of BPW/FL. 

The motion passed. 

• Bylaws Amendment #2 proposed to change the fiscal year for BPW/FL 

to July 1 through June 30th.  The amendment passed. 

B. Leadership Chair Vicki Faulkner reviewed some areas where she 

envisioned leadership modules would be changing in light of the technology we 

have had to adopt recently with virtual meetings. 

C. Membership Chair Ilja Chapman submitted a written report that President 

Jerri will distribute to the membership as soon as possible.  Ilja also recapped the 

successful results of the statewide membership drive that she and her committee 

spearheaded last fall. 

D. Public Policy Chair Amy Bennett stated that her full report is on the Google 

drive.  But she also wanted to highlight the timeliness of our public policy platform 

given the difficulties our country currently faces.  Our platform covers: Equality 

for All; Economic Equity, Opportunity, and Self-Sufficiency; Safe Workplace; 

Health Care; and the Environment.  The public policy platform was approved 

unanimously. 

E. Public Relations Chair Sue Banks discussed the difference between 

publicity and public relations, and recapped the efforts we had made during the year 

to increase the visibility of BPW and streamline our branding. 

F. Technology Chair Sheila Barry-Oliver stated that her report is on the 

Google Drive. 

 

 

IX. Special Committee Reports:   

A. Karen Lund, Chair of the Breast Cancer Committee, submitted a committee 

report which is available on the Google drive. 

B. Jo Ann Orr, Chair of Budget Committee reviewed the 13-month budget 

proposal that we had received in advance of today’s meeting.  The budget was 

adopted as presented. 

C. Sheila Barry-Oliver, Editor of the Florida Business Woman, also had a 

report submitted on the Google Drive.   

D. Tribute Chair Jo Ann Orr also submitted her report on the Google Drive. 

  

X. Recess:  The business meeting recessed at 10:55 a.m. so the membership could 

attend the virtual Education Foundation Business Meeting.  
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XI. Meeting Reconvened:  The business meeting reconvened at 11:51 a.m.  President 

Jerri announced that Sheila Barry-Oliver would be the virtual doorkeeper. 

 

XII. Business Manager Tiki Bates gave the second credentials report, stating that the 

virtual conference attendance is now a total voting body of 42.  The credentials report was 

approved, and President Jerri declared a quorum. 

 

XIII. Nominations Report:   

A. Sue Banks, Nominations Chair, announced that Jerri Evans will continue 

her term as President; Sheri McCandless is nominated for the office of President-

Elect; there were no nominations for Vice President; no nominations for Secretary; 

Helen Igar is nominated for the office of Treasurer; and there were no nominations 

for the office of Nominations Chair.   

B. Nominations were then taken from the floor.  Sheri McCandless of Gold 

Coast was named President Elect as there were no nominations from the floor.  

There were no nominations from the floor for the offices of either Vice President 

or Secretary; both positions will remain vacant at this time.  With no nominations 

from the floor, Helen Igar was declared elected as Treasurer.   Sue Banks announced 

that Syd Gibson of Englewood-Venice was being nominated from the floor for the 

position of Nominations Chair; with no other nominees, she was declared the new 

Nominations Chair.   

C. Candidates Forum: Sheri McCandless thanked Sue Banks for her efforts as 

Nominations Chair during the past year, and gave a brief overview of her history 

with BPW and told everyone that she is looking forward to her upcoming term as 

President Elect.  Helen Igar thanked the membership for their support in electing 

her as Treasurer, and gave an overview of her qualifications for the position.  Syd 

Gibson shared her own history with BPW, and her hope that as Nominations Chair 

in the coming year that she will create enthusiasm among the membership to 

become more engaged with BPW leadership.  Each new officer answered a question 

posed by outgoing Nominations Chair Sue Banks. 

D. President Jerri thanked the incoming officers for their willingness to serve, 

and announced that the vacant positions would be filled by the Executive 

Committee by appointment. 

 

XIV. Awards: Sheri McCandless presented the statewide awards: BPW/Marathon won 

the Finance award.  The Susan B. Anthony Award was presented to BPW/Marathon. Upper 

Keys BPW won the Mentoring Award.  The Sacagawea Award for best Women’s History 

Month program went to BPW/Marathon.  The Public Relation Award for best LO 

Newsletter of the Year was given to BPW/Marathon.  President Jerri took a moment of 

presidential privilege to thank all the past state presidents in attendance today for their years 

of service to BPW. 

 

XV. Tiki Bates gave the Business Manager’s Report, listing our current statewide 

membership at 440 members (including active and lapsed).  Lapsed members are still being 

counted in case they wish to use the COVID relief fund to renew their memberships. 
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XVI. Announcements: The Upper Keys LO & Suzi Youngberg (individually) were 

recognized as the winners of the Membership Award for bringing in the most new BPW 

members.  

 

XVII. The Business Meeting adjourned at 12:46 pm. 

 

 

 

Kristin Smith, BPW/FL Secretary 


