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Board of Directors 

Conference Call April 13, 2020 

 

I.  President Jerri Evans called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. Secretary Kristin Smith 

called the roll. 

 

State Officers (or Rep.) First Name Last Name Present 

President Jerri Evans YES 

Vice President Sheri McCandless YES 

Secretary Kristin Smith YES 

Treasurer Helen Igar YES 

Council of Presidents Del. Dorothy Baudry YES 

LO President or Designee First Name Last Name  Present 

Calusa Jackie Skelton NO 

Charlotte Jessica Cantwell NO 

Englewood-Venice Syd Gibson NO 

Fort Lauderdale Carole Tolomeo YES 

Gold Coast *not represented*   --- 

Halifax Sarah McAllister NO 

Hernando  Adrianna Bennett YES 

Marathon Christy Johnson YES 

Miami Shores Yessenia “Jessie” Gonzalez NO 

North Sarasota Norrece Wright NO  

St. Petersburg-Pinellas Jane Byers YES 

Tampa Bay Heather Brown NO 

Upper Keys Suzi Youngberg YES 

Standing Committee Chair First Name Last Name Present 

Bylaws Tami Simms YES 

Leadership Vicki Faulkner YES 

Membership Ilja Chapman YES 

Public Policy Amy Bennett YES 

Public Relations Sue Banks YES 

Technology Sheila Barry-Oliver YES 

Immed Past State President *not represented*  --- 

Parliamentarian Mary Giddens YES 

Business Manager Tiki Bates YES 

 

The President declared a quorum present. 
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II. Minutes: 

a. The minutes of the Feb. 10, 2020 meeting were accepted as presented. 

b. The minutes of the April 6, 2020 special meeting were accepted as 

presented. 

 

III. Reports of Officers: 

a. President – President Jerri announced that the EC voted to approve the 

conference dates for 2021 – they will be June 17-20, at Saddlebrook 

Resort, at same rates as the 2020 conference would have been.  The 2020 

Business Meeting will be conducted via video conference; details will be 

forthcoming soon. Jerri announced that we have received a question from 

the membership regarding payment of dues that will come due during the 

remainder of the year, and possible financial hardships our members may 

face due to the COVID-19 emergency.  Tami Simms reported that the 

Bylaws committee convened today to review the emergency bylaws 

provisions relating to this, and reported that these provisions are only in 

effect during the actual emergency; once the emergency is over any 

members who have lapsed would drop from the membership rolls.  After 

much discussion, Pres. Jerri asked the Bylaws committee and the 

Membership committee to work together to put together a proposal for 

assistance for any members who are financially unable to renew their 

membership during the pandemic; they will do so within the next week. 

b. Vice President – Sheri McCandless deferred her allotted report time to the 

Standing Committee Chairs. 

c. Treasurer – Helen Igar reported net income in the operating fund of over 

$10,000.  She also reminded everyone that we have already prepaid 

$5,000 toward what will now be the 2021 conference. 

d. Council of Presidents Delegate – Dorothy Baudry did not have a report. 

 

 

IV. Reports of Standing Committee Chairs: 

 

a. Bylaws – Tami Simms said that aside from what was covered during the 

president’s report, the Bylaws committee had prepared the proposed 

bylaws and handbook changes which will be voted upon during the 

business meeting in June.  Regarding the emergency bylaws, she stated 

that Article 24 of the emergency bylaws that are in effect during a 

declared emergency period allows all committee meetings, LO meetings, 

etc. to be held electronically, and meeting notice requirements are reduced 

to 48 hours.  Quorum requirements remain the same.  This gives locals the 

ability to elect officers, pass budgets, etc., but any such actions need to be 

ratified at the next regular meeting after the emergency is over. On behalf 

of the Bylaws committee, Tami moved the adoption of the emergency 

bylaws with the addition of a section 7 stating that the collection of dues 
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from members unable to pay shall be suspended until such time as the 

emergency has terminated.  The amendment adding section 7 passed.  The 

motion to adopt the emergency bylaws also passed.   

b. Leadership – Vicki Faulkner reported that she is in discussion with a 

couple of LO’s who have expressed an interest in Leadership modules for 

next year.  She is working on putting together a committee to make some 

changes to those programs, and she will share any updates with Sheila to 

post on the BPW/FL website. 

c. Membership – Ilja Chapman says her committee is currently focused on 

membership retention and satisfaction.  They are working on developing a 

budget so they know what funds they might need for this.   

d. Public Policy – Amy Bennett had to leave the call for an emergency, so 

there was no Public Policy report. 

e. Public Relations and Nominations – Sue Banks had no report for Public 

Relations.  But for her Nominations committee, she reported that she had 

received 2 nominations – one for BPW/FL President Elect, and one for 

BPW/FL Treasurer. 

f. Technology – Sheila Barry-Oliver reported that the committee is working 

on the website and on social media.  They are especially considering 

options for the business meeting that will take place in lieu of state 

conference in June.  She is also putting together an LO Spotlight to add to 

the BPW/FL website with the hope that it will drive more traffic to our 

website; the first LO Spotlight will feature the Upper Keys LO.  

 

V. 2020 Conference Report:  President Jerri thanked co-chairs Heather Brown 

and Jane Byers for their hard work on this conference, which we had voted at 

last week’s special BOD meeting to defer until 2021.  

 

VI. Report of Business Manager: Tiki Bates reported that our statewide 

membership currently stands at 409 members. 

 

VII. Old & New Business:  There was no old or new business. 

 

        

The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

 

Kristin Smith 

BPW/FL Secretary 

 


