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Board of Directors Conference Call 

February 10, 2020 

 

I.  President Jerri Evans called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. Secretary Kristin Smith 

called the roll. 

 

State Officers (or Rep.) First Name Last Name Present 

President Jerri Evans YES 

Vice President Sheri McCandless YES 

Secretary Kristin Smith YES 

Treasurer Helen Igar NO 

Council of Presidents Del. Dorothy Baudry YES 

LO President or Designee First Name Last Name  Present 

Calusa Jackie Skelton YES 

Charlotte Jessica Cantwell NO 

Englewood-Venice Syd Gibson NO 

Fort Lauderdale Carole Tolomeo YES 

Gold Coast *not represented*   --- 

Halifax Sarah McAllister NO 

Hernando  Adrianna Bennett YES 

Marathon Christy Johnson YES 

Miami Shores Yessenia “Jessie” Gonzalez NO 

North Sarasota Norrece Wright NO  

St. Petersburg-Pinellas Jane Byers YES 

Tampa Bay Heather Brown YES 

Upper Keys Suzi Youngberg YES 

Standing Committee Chair First Name Last Name Present 

Bylaws Tami Simms YES 

Leadership Vicki Faulkner NO 

Membership Ilja Chapman YES 

Public Policy Amy Bennett YES 

Public Relations Sue Banks YES 

Technology Sheila Barry-Oliver YES 

Immed Past State President Alizza Punzalan-Randle NO 

Parliamentarian Mary Giddens YES 

Business Manager Tiki Bates NO 

 

The President declared a quorum present. 
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II. Minutes – The minutes of the December 09, 2019 meeting were accepted as 

presented. 

 

III. Reports of Officers: 

a. President – President Jerri announced that our Immediate Past President, 

Alizza Punzalan-Randle, has let her membership lapse, so she will be 

removed from roll call in the future.  Jerri then reported on the site visits 

she had made for our 2021 State Conference.  She outlined the cost issues 

we face budget-wise for the conference based upon some of the survey 

results and what our membership is willing to pay for conference costs and 

hotels.  Jerri has also been working with our task force members to sort 

out the situation with the organization that is operating as a separate BPW 

entity in Florida.  Once she has had her phone conference with the 

leadership of that organization, she will send a report to the BOD.  She 

also congratulated the Hernando ladies on their very successful recent 

fashion show/fundraiser.           

b. Vice President – Sheri McCandless noted that her Standing Committee 

chairs were on the line and would be sharing their reports themselves.  She 

will also be making sure we have information on our website regarding 

activities surrounding the 100th anniversary of women’s right to vote.  

c. Secretary - Kristin noted that Equal Pay Day will be Tuesday March 31, 

and that the St. Petersburg-Pinellas LO will be holding their annual 

Unhappy Hour.  All are welcome to attend, and Kristin will forward the 

flyer to anyone who would like one.  

d. Treasurer – Helen Igar was not on the call, but the financials for the period 

ending Jan. 31, 2020 had been submitted for BOD members to review.  

The EC will review them at a future meeting and vote upon their 

acceptance.  Jerri will inform the BOD if the EC approves the January 

financials. 

e. Council of Presidents Delegate – Dorothy Baudry said that she will be 

doing individual outreach to LO presidents in March regarding the 

upcoming state conference and doing a breast cancer fundraiser at 

conference. 

 

 

IV. Reports of Standing Committee Chairs: 

 

a. Bylaws – Tami Simms presented the proposed revisions to our handbook, 

which had been distributed to everyone in advance.  The majority of the 

changes surrounded how we will deal with the Fleener funds.  Tami 

moved the approval of the amendments as distributed, along with the 

requested change that instead of being called the Fleener Estate Fund, we 

shall in the future refer to this as the Jackie Fleener Fund.  The motion 

passed. 
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b. Membership – Ilja Chapman reported that the membership committee has 

not met again since the membership drive ended, but that they will meet 

again soon with their focus turning to membership retention.  A discussion 

ensued about the possibility of having a 3rd party facilitate a task force to 

address the needs of the LO’s, which would help the organization as a 

whole function more efficiently and retain and grow our membership.  It 

was decided that the EC will take this topic up during their next call and 

work on creating the task force.   

c. Technology – Sheila Barry-Oliver reported that the new look for the 

website had been implemented in December.  She has updated the 

members-only area to include more information, and there is also a 

‘donate-now’ button for the breast cancer fund and the Education 

Foundation.   

d. Public Policy – Amy Bennett stated that we had signed on to support the 

Florida Hate Crime Coalition in an effort to make hate crimes more 

identifiable.  She also believes that we should support both House Bill 655 

& 940 as they match our public policy platform.  She also noted that 

HR79, which would remove the deadline for ratification of the ERA, is on 

the table and we should contact our legislators and encourage them to 

support this bill.  Amy also reported that there were several BPW 

members that did attend Lobby Days recently in Tallahassee. 

e. Public Relations – Sue Banks discussed how she views the role of the PR 

committee.  She is working on a generic piece about Equal Pay Day that 

LO’s who are not having an event can put out to their local media.  She 

also stressed again the need to have consistency in our branding. 

 

 

V. 2020 Conference Report:  Heather Brown and Jane Byers, co-chairs, are 

awaiting final word from the EC on the suggested theme for the conference.  

They are also reaching out to graphic designers to get an idea of costs we may 

incur for original artwork, which will help them determine the conference 

budget.  They are looking for input from the members and leadership as to 

elements that must be included in the conference schedule.  Jerri shared that 

we have reached out to our current printer to see if they can handle our 

conference printing needs.  They are looking to provide a dual-track format 

for the educational component.  All info on the conference must be ready to 

be printed in FBW by April 1, 2020. 

 

VI. Report of Business Manager: Tiki Bates had submitted a report in advance of 

the call that our statewide membership currently stands at 411 members. 

 

VII. Old & New Business: 

 

a. Old Business - Sue Banks offered her opinion on donations from small 

LO’s to the goody bags at conference 
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b. New Business: Sue Banks noted that, as nominations chair, she is looking 

to receive nominations for next year’s officers, particularly those who 

have not been part of state leadership during the past few years.  She needs 

to receive nominations by March 30th, and the applications for awards at 

state conference are due by May 1st.  Tami Simms said that the Education 

Foundation task force was working on a mentoring program which would 

allow BPW members to be connected with scholarship recipients.  This 

will be rolled out soon. 

        

Meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 

 

Kristin Smith 

BPW/FL Secretary 

 


