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Board of Directors Conference Call 

December 9, 2019 

 

I.  President Jerri Evans called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. Secretary Kristin Smith 

called the roll. 

 

State Officers (or Rep.) First Name Last Name Present 

President Jerri Evans YES 

Vice President Sheri McCandless YES 

Secretary Kristin Smith YES 

Treasurer Helen Igar YES 

Council of Presidents Del. Dorothy Baudry NO 

LO President or Designee First Name Last Name  Present 

Calusa Jackie Skelton NO 

Charlotte Jessica Cantwell NO 

Englewood-Venice Syd Gibson YES 

Fort Lauderdale Carole Tolomeo NO 

Gold Coast Jeanne Strata NO 

Halifax Sarah McAllister NO 

Hernando  Adrianna Bennett YES 

Marathon Christy Johnson YES 

Miami Shores Yessenia “Jessie” Gonzalez NO 

North Sarasota Norrece Wright NO  

St. Petersburg-Pinellas Jane Byers NO 

Tampa Bay Heather Brown NO 

Upper Keys *not represented*   --- 

Standing Committee Chair First Name Last Name Present 

Bylaws Tami Simms YES 

Leadership Vicki Faulkner NO 

Membership Ilja Chapman YES 

Public Policy Amy Bennett YES 

Public Relations Sue Banks NO 

Technology Sheila Barry-Oliver NO 

Immed Past State President Alizza Punzalan-Randle NO 

Parliamentarian Mary Giddens YES 

Business Manager Tiki Bates YES 

 

The President declared a quorum present. 
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II. Minutes – The minutes of the Oct. 14, 2019 meeting were accepted as 

presented. 

 

III. Reports of Officers: 

a. President – President Jerri reminded everyone to spread the word about 

the 2020 BPW/FL conference which will be held June 11-14, 2020 at the 

Saddlebrook Resort in Wesley Chapel.  She also reported that the recent 

survey results are in, regarding the 2021 state conference, but the data 

hasn’t been fully analyzed.  The locations themselves all were fairly 

equally popular; the full results will be disseminated shortly.  Jerri also 

reported that our previous Bylaws Committee chair, Tammy White, had 

resigned her position, and that the EC had ratified the appointment of 

Tami Simms to finish out the term, and had ratified the appointment of 

other Bylaws committee members as well. 

b. Vice President – Sheri McCandless stated that most of her information 

would be covered by the Membership Chair in her report.  Sheri will 

forward the written report of the Technology chair to the board following 

the conference call as she did not have it readily available. 

c. Treasurer – Helen Igar reported that our operating fund was growing 

nicely, primarily due to the spike in dues received lately, as well as an 

increase in interest income from the certificates of deposit.  Expenses are 

falling within normal ranges, though we have seen an increase in both 

funds raised for, and disbursed from, the breast cancer fund, largely due to 

the focus on this issue by the Hernando LO.  The financials were accepted 

to be filed for audit.  

 

 

IV. Reports of Standing Committee Chairs: 

a. Bylaws – Tami Simms stated that proposed changes to the handbook are 

under review, and encouraged all members on the call to make the Bylaws 

Committee aware of anything that should be addressed by her committee. 

b. Membership – Ilja Chapman reported that the October membership drive 

was so successful that it was extended into November.  There were 64 new 

members added statewide during the 2-month drive.  The special 100-year 

anniversary pins have been well received, as has the welcome package 

from BPW/FL.  Ilja says it seems important that new members receive 

communication from the state level, not just the local that they joined. 

c. Public Policy – Amy Bennett recently took a poll of LO presidents, and 4 

of them indicated an interest in attending Lobby Days.  She has also 

reached out to the League of Women Voters to see if they have an interest 

in coordinating both of our groups’ lobbying efforts.  She has also 

submitted ERA talking points to the editor of FBW (Florida Business 

Woman) for inclusion in the next issue. 
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V. Report of Business Manager: Tiki Bates reported that our statewide 

membership currently stands at 411 active members following the success of 

the recent membership drive.  She has written an article about the membership 

drive for publication in the Florida Business Woman. 

 

VI. Old or New Business: Jerri noted that (pending EC approval) the “100 Years 

Strong” coffee mugs and pins which we have left over would be put out for 

sale to the general membership.  No one else had any additional old or new 

business to be addressed. 

        

Meeting adjourned at 6:38 p.m. 

 

Kristin Smith 

BPW/FL Secretary 

 


