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Board of Directors Conference Call 
October 14, 2019 

 
I.  Vice-President Sheri McCandless called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. Secretary 
Kristin Smith called the roll. 
 
State Officers (or Rep.) First Name Last Name Present 
President Jerri Evans YES 
Vice President Sheri McCandless YES 
Secretary Kristin Smith YES 
Treasurer Helen Igar NO 
Council of Presidents Del. Dorothy Baudry YES 
LO President or Designee First Name Last Name  Present 
Calusa Jackie Skelton YES 
Charlotte Jessica Cantwell NO 
Englewood-Venice Syd Gibson NO  
Fort Lauderdale Carole Tolomeo NO 
Gold Coast Jeanne Strata NO 
Halifax Sarah McAllister NO 
Hernando  Adrianna Bennett YES 
Marathon Christy Johnson YES 
Miami Shores Yessenia “Jessie” Gonzalez NO 
North Sarasota Norrece Wright NO  
St. Petersburg-Pinellas Jane Byers NO 
Tampa Bay Heather Brown YES 
Upper Keys *not represented*   --- 
Standing Committee Chair First Name Last Name Present 
Bylaws Tammy White NO 
Leadership Vicki Faulkner YES 
Membership Ilja Chapman YES 
Public Policy Amy Bennett YES 
Public Relations Sue Banks YES 
Technology Sheila Barry-Oliver NO 
Immed Past State President Alizza Punzalan-Randle NO 
Parliamentarian Mary Giddens YES 
Business Manager Tiki Bates NO 

 
The Vice-President declared a quorum present since President Jerri joined the call later in 
progress. 
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II. Minutes – The minutes of the August 12, 2019 meeting were accepted as 
presented. 

 
III. Reports of Officers: 

a. Vice President – Sheri McCandless noted that the Technology committee 
and audit committee reports were included in our call packet.  She also 
called to everyone’s attention that there have been 4 distributions from the 
Breast Cancer Fund. 

b. Treasurer – Helen Igar was not on the call, so we did not formally review 
the financials, which were included in our call packet.  Sue Banks did 
have a question regarding a line item in the financials which she will 
address with Helen offline next week, and we will vote on accepting the 
financials on our next call. 

c. Council of Presidents Delegate – Dorothy Baudry stated that the normal 
Council of Presidents conference call has been moved to Oct. 24.  She 
plans to ask other LO’s (besides Hernando) to do fundraisers for the 
Breast Cancer Fund, and will be gathering information on the various 
LO’s educational scholarships. 

d. President – Jerri Evans is researching a possible revenue-generating 
project that we might participate in along with the League of Women 
Voters; she will gather more info and report to the EC, and if the EC’s 
decision requires BOD approval, we will hear more on this project at a 
later date.  Jerri reviewed the findings of the Audit Committee, in 
particular an issue that had been identified regarding some expenses that 
had been paid without an appropriate voucher.  Some slight modifications 
have been made to the expense voucher form for future use.  The Audit 
Committee findings will be presented to the EC for approval on their next 
call.  Jerri also asked for feedback on the preferred method(s) of 
communicating with the members of the BOD and the membership as a 
whole since the status of certain emails actually being opened was lower 
than desired.  She also stressed to the LO Presidents on the call the 
importance of sending in dues renewal information to the state on a timely 
basis to avoid problems that have been arising when a member pays their 
dues renewal to their local, but due to delays by locals reporting to the 
state, BPW/FL has mistakenly notified some people that their membership 
had lapsed. 

 
IV. Reports of Standing Committee Chairs: 

a. Bylaws – Mary Giddens reported on behalf of the committee that they 
were currently working on Bylaws revisions for Halifax.  The handbook 
also needs some updating, particularly where the Education Foundation 
section is concerned.  

b. Leadership – Vicki Faulkner reminded the LO Presidents that ID modules 
can be used as the program at LO meetings. 
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c. Membership – Ilja Chapman reported that the October Membership Drive 
is moving along successfully, and as of Oct. 11 had already generated 11 
new BPW/FL memberships.  Marathon is the LO that is in the lead for 
number of new members.  She also reported that the limited edition pins 
for the members joining during the drive have been ordered.  

d. Public Policy – Amy Bennett is gathering information on the level of 
interest for attendance at either Lobby Days or Committee Days, as well 
as what the public policy goals are that each LO has.  There was also a 
discussion of efforts around the state to push Florida to be the 38th state to 
ratify the ERA.  Amy will distribute support materials to the LO’s who 
wish to participate in the push. 

e. Public Relations – Sue Banks said that the PR committee has shared 
sample press releases with the LO’s to help them obtain Proclamations 
from their local governments for National Business Women’s Week.  She 
would like feedback from any LO that successfully obtains Proclamations. 

 
V. 2020 Conference Report:  Heather Brown, Co-Chair, reported that the 

committee is reviewing contracts and she is planning a visit to the 
Saddlebrook site.  They are also working on developing their media plan for 
the conference. 
 

VI. Report of Business Manager: Tiki Bates had forwarded her report prior to the 
call, and our statewide membership currently stands at 359 active members.  
 

VII. Old or New Business: No one had any old or new business to cover that had 
not already been addressed on tonight’s call. 
        

Meeting adjourned at 7:23 p.m. 
 
Kristin Smith 
BPW/FL Secretary 
 


