
 

 1 

 
 

 

 

Board of Directors Meeting 

June 30, 2019 

 

I.  President Jerri Evans called the meeting to order at 9:38 a.m. Secretary Kristin Smith 

called the roll. 

 

State Officers First Name Last Name Present 

President Jerri Evans YES 

Vice President Sheri McCandless YES 

Secretary Kristin Smith YES 

Treasurer Helen Igar YES 

Council of Presidents Del. Dorothy Baudry YES 

LO President or Designee First Name Last Name  Present 

Calusa Jackie  Skelton  YES 

Charlotte Holly  Selders  NO 

Englewood-Venice Syd Gibson  NO 

Fort Lauderdale Carole Tolomeo  YES 

Gold Coast Sue Banks  YES 

Halifax Shelly Allbright  YES 

Hernando Rhonda Jorgensen  YES 

Marathon Christy Johnson  YES 

Miami Shores Yessenia “Jessie” Gonzalez  NO 

North Sarasota Glenda Williams  YES 

St. Petersburg-Pinellas Heather Graeme  YES 

Tampa Bay Heather Brown  YES 

Upper Keys Suzi Youngberg  YES 

Standing Committee Chair First Name Last Name  

Bylaws Open Open --- 

Leadership Vicki Faulkner YES 

Membership Ilja Chapman YES 

Public Policy Amy Bennett YES 

Public Relations Open Open --- 

Technology Open Open --- 

Immed Past State President Alizza Punzalan-Randle NO 

Parliamentarian Mary Giddens YES 

Business Manager Tiki Bates YES 

 

The President declared a quorum present. 
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II. Jerri announced that the discussion of handbook changes would be postponed 

until a later meeting. 

 

III. Reports of Officers: 

a. President – Jerri Evans discussed the need for collaboration between the 

local organizations and the state level leadership.  She asked Glenda 

Williams and Cori Washington from our N. Sarasota LO to speak about 

ways we could increase inclusiveness and participation at the conference 

next year, including having a youth host for the scholarship house students 

and possibly doing an icebreaker activity on the first day of conference.  

Cori volunteered to be on next year’s conference planning committee. 

b. Vice President – Sheri McCandless gave a brief overview of her vision for 

growing and strengthening our leadership and coordination with the 

committee chairs in the coming year and into the future. 

c. Treasurer – Helen Igar discussed her vision about making changes to the 

way BPW/FL could shift our fiscal year to align better with our 

organization’s activities, particularly state conference.  She will formally 

present this plan to the executive committee later this year. 

d. Council of Presidents Delegate - Dorothy Baudry addressed the LO 

presidents in the room and asked for their help in the coming year with 

communication, and told them she would rely on their guidance to let her 

know what the LO’s need from state leadership.  She invited all the LO 

presidents to join the monthly Council of Presidents conference call. 

 

IV. Reports of Standing Committee Chairs: 

a. Membership – Ilja stressed the importance of growing membership and 

suggested that we may need to create a state-level membership drive that 

will trickle down to strengthening the local organizations as well.  She 

emphasized that all of us must participate in growing membership, and she 

will be reaching out to the membership chair within each local 

organization. It was noted that growth is needed, but retention is equally 

important.   

b. Public Policy – Amy Bennett asked each LO representative to find 

someone in their own local to champion the public policy aspect of BPW’s 

mission.  She wants to partner more fully with the locals in the coming 

year now that she has a better understanding of where we stand as an 

organization with our PAC now dissolved. 

c. Leadership – Vicki Faulkner said that she wants to do more with the 

Women in Transition concept, and that she will reach out to the local 

organizations to tie in their local level leadership projects with the 

statewide efforts. 

 

 

V. Sheila Barry-Oliver (FBW editor) made a request that more people send in 

relevant articles for us in the Florida Business Woman magazine, as well as 
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support the publication through advertisement. The next deadline for 

advertising or article submission is August 1st. 

 

VI. New business:  

a. Jackie Skelton suggested that for our next conference she would like to see 

more content (breakout sessions, educational programs, etc.) and a 

discussion followed that for more complex conference content we need 

more participation on the committee planning our next conference. 

b. Jerri reminded everyone that the Board meetings are going to continue to 

be held on the second Monday of every month, and that means that the 

next one will be August 12th.  

c. Nominations chair Sue Banks announced that there will be an earlier push 

this year for candidates for next year’s elections, and she will make sure 

that the voting body has more information about the candidates in 

advance. 

d. Carol Tolomeo thanked everyone for their LO’s donated baskets and 

announced that they had raised $1,000. 

 

        

Meeting adjourned at 10:38 a.m. 

 

Kristin Smith 

BPW/FL Secretary 

 


